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This conception should be readily
enough grasped. If a man wants to
travel on the solid earth, he uses as his
vehicle a carriage or a train. If he wants
to travel on the liquid seas, he changes
his vehicle, and takes a ship. If he
wants to travel in the air, he changes
his vehicle again and uses a balloon.
He is the same man throughout, but
he is using three different vehicles,
according to the kind of matter he
wants to travel in. The analogy is rough
and inadequate, but it is not misleading.
When a man is busy in the physical world,
his vehicle is the physical body, and his
consciousness works in and through that
body. When he passes into the world
beyond the physical, in sleep and at death,
his vehicle is the desire body, and he may
learn to use this consciously, as he uses the
physical consciously. He already uses it
unconsciously every day of his life when
he is feeling and desiring, as well as every
night of his life. When he goes on into
the heavenly world after death, his vehicle
is the mental body, and this also he is
daily using, when he is thinking, and there